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built by Nurna in this position between the Palatine and the
Capitol, at the time when he united the two separate towns
on these hills and turned the low swampy ground between
them into their common place of assembly. Here, too,
beside the temple of Vesta, the king built himself a house,
which was ever afterwards known as the Regia or palace;
formerly he had dwelt on the Quirinal.1 In after-times this
old palace of the kings was perhaps the official residence of their
successor, the King of the Sacred Rites.2 Adjoining it was
the house of the Vestals,3 at first, no doubt, a simple and
unpretentious edifice, but afterwards a stately pile gathered
round a spacious open court which must have resembled
the cloister of a mediaeval monastery. We may assume
that the kernel of this group of buildings was the round
temple of Vesta, and that the hearth in it, on which burned
the sacred fire, was originally the hearth of the king's
house. That the so-called temple was built on the model of Hm-u
the round huts of the old Latins is proved by the discoveries J^*
made at an ancient necropolis near Albano. The ashes of and Rome
the dead were here deposited in urns, which are shaped like
little round huts with conical roofs, obviously in order that
the souls of the dead might live in houses such as they had
inhabited during life. The roofs of these miniature dwellings
are raised on cross-beams, sometimes with one or more
holes to let out the smoke. The door is fastened by a
crossbar, which is passed through a ring on the outside and
tied to the two side-posts. In some of these hut-urns the
side-posts are duplicated, or even triplicated, for the sake of

1  Dionysius   Halicarnasensis,   Ant*      der Stadt Rom im Altertum, i.  225,
Rom.   n.   66;   Plutarch,   Numat   II      235 sq.y 341, 344.    As to the exist-
and 14; Solinus, i.  21 ; Ovid, Fasti*      ing remains of the Regia, the temple
vi. 263 sqq. ; id.,   Tristiat iii.   I. 29      of Vesta, and the house of the Vestals,
jy. ; Tacitus, Annals > xv. 41.                   see O. Richter, Topographic der Stadt

2  Servius   on    Virgil,    Aen.   viii.      Rom? pp. 88 sqq. ;   Ch. Huelsen, Die
363.     Festus,  however,   distinguishes      Ausgrabungen  auf dem   Forum   Ro~
the old royal palace (Regia} from the      manum2 (Rome,   1903),  pp. 62 sqq.,
house of the King of the Sacred Rites      88   sqq. ;    Mrs.    E.   Burton - Brown,
(s.v.   " Sacram viam,"  pp. 290, 293,      Recent   Excavations   in   the    Roman
ed. C. O. Miiller).    In classical times     Forum (London, 1904), pp. 26 sqq.
the Regia was the residence or office of         3 Dio Cassius, liv. 27, who tells us
the Pontifex   Maximus;   but  we can     that Augustus annexed  the  house  of
hardly doubt that formerly it was the     the King of the Sacred Rites to the
house of the Rex Sacrorum.    See O.      house  of   the Vestals,   on  which   it
Gilbert,   Geschichte und   Topographie     abutted.